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“Blind and Prejudiced”

Most days, life just goes along merrily. We are all caught up in the every day aspects of living and working, taking care of
our kids, or if we’re kids, going to school and just keeping our heads above water. We are like everyone else in this country. But
there are those moments when we are very much aware of how different we are. We are pointed out by others and made to
stand out in a crowd.

“Welcome to the real world of Virginia” are words that will forever stand out in history. Made famous or infamous by
George Allen in a speech at a park in far western Virginia, S. Siddarth, a senior at UVA, was made to feel different even though
he was born and raised in Fairfax County. Siddarth was for all purposes an American just like anyone else. But on that day, he
was singled out just for being different.

I am from that area of the country. | was raised in Southern West Virginia not far from the border, in an area where there
are few Indians. | know the mountainous terrain and the prejudices it can sometimes breed. But | have also seen prejudices right
here in central Virginia. Prejudice can rear its ugly head in all areas of the Commonwealth and in all areas of the U.S. It can
exist in the same neighborhoods where we reside.

People can be cruel. | have been called all kinds of names by classmates. | have had live matches flung at me by a bully
while a group of us were walking home from school. | have been called “little Chink girl” and “ugly Indo freak” by others. |
have been made to stand apart in a crowd and appease the gods by doing a rain dance. Tell me how much can a 9 year old un-
derstand about prejudices?

This was an all white school in an all white neighborhood. Ironically when | lived in almost black neighborhood before, |
had no problems. Some of my best friends came from that neighborhood. The problems started when | moved into a white
neighborhood where there weren’t that many minorities around.

Prejudices come from an ignorance of other cultural groups. There are some who simply don’t want to be around other eth-
nic groups and who believe in white supremacy. There is an alarming rise in these groups. ABC News recently interviewed 13
year old twin girls who sang songs about white supremacy and who believed that Adolph Hitler was their hero. The Holocaust
was justified according to their family. Is this shocking or what? How can parents preach this kind of ideology to their kids? |
believe that their CD is a best seller now.

Some neighborhoods in Chesterfield County were spray painted with ethnic slurs. Sikhs were confused with terrorists after
9/11 and a service station owned by a Sikh was burned to the ground. There are reports of temples being vandalized in Texas
and in other states. Of course the majority of people are very tolerant of other cultures, but it is ignorance that leads a few to
commit such acts.

I am glad to see that Indians are getting involved in many aspects of life. So many are involved in volunteering in our com-
munities and that’s a good thing to do. We need to be in mainstream American and not just do the “Indian things. (partys, social
and cultural events.) We need to be part of the fabric of America and fully participate in everything. We get to know our com-
munity and vice versa. It’s very important that we do those things because it also teaches our kids to do the right thing.

- Latha Kumar
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Ramayana

After six months, no plan has yet been formed. Many vaanaras go everyday up to the king that he had better act soon seeing
Rama’s patience fading away. After the six months, a plan is formed to send out four groups of vaanaras to four sides of the Earth to
find Sita. The groups that went north, west, and east all come back with no tracks or information on where Sita was taken by Ravana.
The group that goes south finds Sampaati who is found to be Jaatayu’s brother and becomes very shocked to hear about his death. He
then helps the group by saying that Sita is being held at Lanka where the rakshasa kingdom is. The group is stumped on how to get
there because of the fact that it’s over the ocean. Some think they should build a bridge, but others argue that that would take too
long.

Meanwhile, Hanuman recites a prayer and before everyone’s eyes, he suddenly starts to grow very tall. In just seconds, he
grows to be a giant. He also finds out that he can shrink at anytime. Hanuman, without hesitating, flies across the ocean. As he flies,
he is faced with many tasks to see if he is worthy. One of them is a giant rakshasa who tries to eat him. He turns almost tiny as an ant
whenever the rakshasa’s mouth opened to eat him. Once all the tasks are completed, the giant rakshasa comes out again and tells him
that this was nothing more than a test to see if he is worthy enough to go to Lanka and take on the rakshasas.

Arriving at Lanka, he turns into a tiny monkey to avoid sight by any of the rakshasas. As he goes through the streets of Lanka, he
starts to actually admire its beauty and how civilized it is. He then enters the castle where he sees Ravana with one of his wives. He
makes his way to the garden where he finds Sita. He thinks about the right way to approach her. He decides to approach her by sing-
ing everything that has happened to Rama from his birth to present. Sita is amused from what she hears and wonders where all this is
coming from. Then, Hanuman comes out to talk to Sita. Sita then starts to doubt that this is a messenger from Rama until Hanuman
whips out Rama’s ring. She is then certain Hanuman was sent by Rama.

Hanuman then decides to destroy as much of Lanka as he can so it would be easier for the vaanara army to take over Lanka.
He grows to be his full height and goes on a complete rampage crushing hundreds of houses and buildings and also parts of the cas-
tle. Indrajit finally stops him by using astras but that only stunned him because of the boons he had received. While he was stunned,
the rakshasas tied him up. They brought him before Ravana to talk. After the talk, he frees himself and starts to set fire to the whole
city and leaves. He comes back and tells Rama of everything that happened. He also tells them to prepare for battle.

Meanwhile back on Lanka, Ravana is advised to give Sita back to Rama or Rama will surely wipe out all the rakshasas in-
cluding him. Ravana blames the entire counsel for being traitors and rejects their advice. On the mainland, the vaanaras are building
a bridge so the vaanara army could go across the ocean to Lanka. While this is happening, Sita is deceived by Ravana into thinking
that Rama is dead, but the plan fails when Sita sees the dead body of Rama disappear. As the battle begins, Rama and Lakshmana are
shot down with poison arrows. The news is spread and the entire vaanara army seems to be hopeless. Later, Garuda comes and re-
vives the two princes. As they start to battle again, they quickly take out a big portion of the rakshasa army as well as the rakshasa
generals. After Ravana gets word that his army is losing and his nephews had died, he orders that Kumbhakarna be woken up.
Kumbhakurna was Ravana’s giant brother who slept half the year and this was one of those periods. After waking him up, he is very
angry and quickly starts to eat everything he can find. He asks the reason why he is woken up and Ravana explains everything. He is
then ordered to help the rakshasa army. Kumbhakurna gladly accepts this task seeing how Ravana is his brother and will do anything
for him. The vaanaras start to retreat after seeing Kumbhakurna’s great size, but Rama, just stands there. He uses his best tactics and
after he cuts up many parts of the body, Kumbhakurna falls and dies. Ravana then turns to Indrajit, his last son alive. Indrajit goes
out in his chariot killing a huge part of the vaanara army. Lakshmana takes out his astra and shoots it right at Indrajit. Rama and the
vaanaras shower him with praise because without him, Ravana is now defenseless. Rama then goes inside the castle and with out
thinking, aims his golden astra presented to him by Agastya, at Ravana and shoots it. It hits Ravana right in the chest, and he dies. As
the vaanara army cheers, Hanuman brings back Sita to Rama.

As they arrive back in Kosala, they are greeted by the warmest welcome. As Bharat and Rama meet, they cry with tears of
happiness and hug. They are kissed and blessed by Kausalya, Sumitra, and Kaikeyi. After this, Bharat insists that Rama takes back
what is his; the crown, the throne, and the entire kingdom. During the coronation, which is the ceremony where Rama is becoming
king, many Vedic mantras were recited. Holy water and flower petals were sprinkled. People that watch all this happen cry with tears
of joy in their eyes along with Rama and the royal family themselves. Rama and Sita were seated on their thrones. Lakshmana was
standing to the right of Rama. Bharat and Shatrughna were behind Rama holding white umbrellas. Vibheeshana, who was Ravana’s
brother, and Sugreeva gently waved the fans at them. Hanuman goes down to Rama and Sita and gave his prayers and words of re-
spect.



Ramayana is a story introduced to the world by a sage named Valmiki many centuries ago. Ramayana is a story about keeping
promises as it is shown throughout the entire story. It is shown when the king keeps his promise to his wife, Kaikeyi, when banishing
his son, Rama, and making her own son, Bharat, the king. It is shown also when Rama promises Bharat to come back after the four-
teen years of exile are up. Another place it is shown is when Rama promises Sugreeva to help him become king if Sugreeva helps
him to find Sita. It is shown again when Hanuman promises to give Sita the ring of Rama when he sees her so Sita can know that Ha-
numan is truly a messenger of Rama.

Those are just to name a few, and as you can tell already, the story is filled with the moral of keeping promises Valmiki tells of
throughout the story. In my opinion of the story, | really like it because of the fact that it is very adventurous and also thrilling. 1 also
enjoyed it because of the fact that it teaches many lessons of life such as keeping promises, having a good nature, and helping others
in need.

It is a great story for everyone and | believe everyone should read it.

There are only a few questions | have about this story.
1. Why do Rama, Lakshmana, and Sita still stay their new home in Panhcavaati after the attack by the rakshasa army?
2. Why does Ravana want to marry Sita? | understand he wants to kill Rama but why does he need to marry Sita after?
3. Why does Sugreeva take half a year to help Rama find Sita?
4. Why can’t Rama marry Soorpanakha just because he has already married? His father had three wives so why not him have multi-
ple wives also?
-- Pavan Vishvanath

A message from RKS President Mr. Pavani Ram
Snehitare:

On behalf the Executive committee, | wish to announce our next Annual
General Body meeting on Saturday, December 2, 2006, just before the RKS Deepavali Celebrations on that day at the Hindu Center
of Virginia. Correct starting time will be announced shortly with the agenda for AGM.

| also wish to make an announcement that our treasurer Mr. Girish Ramamurthy will be moving out of town shortly to pursue other
challenging opportunities. While we wish him all the best in his future endeavors, we in our Executive Committee and friend’s circle
will be missing him and his family. He is a person of great enthusiasm and dedication to community activities. His absence will in-
deed be a loss for RKS community and his contributions to the events of RKS during the last two years will be fondly remembered.

It is also the time to think of a NEW President and Executive Committee for Richmond Kannada Sangha for the next term of TWO
more years 2007 -2008. | shall leave this job to the election officers.

I have requested three well known members of the group to be the election officers for the year 2006 to conduct the nomination and
election if required, as suitable for the RKS group. These members who have kindly agreed are:

Mr. Prem Kumar
Mr. Sathya Prakash
Mr. Nanjunda Ram

Necessary procedure as required by RKS, will be followed by these gentlemen, to select the new Executive Committee.

Your whole-hearted support for all our activities during the last two years is much appreciated. We would request you to continue to
show us the same support for the AGM and formation of new EC.

With Warm Regards

Pavani Kaushik
President, Richmond Kannada Sangha



